

[image: ]





MELLERS PRIMARY SCHOOL

ADMISSIONS POLICY for
Mellers Focus Provision

JUNE 2024







Rational

The majority of deaf pupils have their needs met within a mainstream setting.  A minority of deaf students will require a placement within a focus provision.  

The Primary Focus Provision is for children who are deaf and whose needs cannot be met by support that is usually available in a mainstream school.

The placements of any pupil within the focus provision will be subject to monitoring and review to ensure that the placement remains appropriate.

To be considered for a placement in Deaf Focus Provision, the student must be profoundly deaf or function as profoundly deaf which means that they have an unaided threshold in excess of 95 dBHL across all frequencies or a profound loss in high frequencies.
Deafness is likely to be their primary area of additional need.
 
In addition, they would normally be expected to meet the majority of the following

The child.
· uses British Sign Language (BSL) or Sign Supported English as their primary mode of communication or they are unable to cope through listening and/or speech alone.
· has language levels that are significantly delayed. 
· a minimum of 2 years behind age related at Early Years Foundation Stage)   
· a minimum of 2 ½ years behind age related at KS1
· a minimum of 3 years behind age related at KS2
· shows little evidence of progress in their language development despite specialist support (e.g. Teacher of the Deaf, Speech and Language therapist) in the home or current setting.  
· is making less than expected academic progress or is at risk of making less than expected progress despite current specialist support and additional intervention. 
· requires a full-time programme of support that is co-ordinated by a TOD and delivered in conjunction with support staff who have specialist skills in working with deaf children.
· because of their deafness, the child has social and emotional mental health needs which have a significant impact on their ability to make and sustain relationships and on their progress in school.
· has low self-esteem associated with issues relating to identity and requires access to a deaf peer group/ or peer groups with appropriate communications skills.
· has complex special education needs and/or disabilities in addition to deafness and these impact on their ability to make progress. 
· Has an EHCP.
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