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Rationale

Mellers Focus Provision has an approach to communication which aims to maximise the use of each pupil's residual hearing. This policy supports the communication policy by ensuring that audiological requirements of pupils are met, and audiological equipment provided is working correctly and used effectively. The aim of this policy is to clarify roles and responsibilities of staff, pupils and parents in maximising residual hearing and procedures in maintaining equipment.

Parents need to be informed of all developments at school and consulted where new equipment is introduced and when there are problems with the pupil's personal equipment. The responsibility of audiological equipment maintenance is shared with the pupil and with the pupil's parent. The pupil needs to develop skills to become audiologically independent and these need to be planned and developed with the pupil during their time in Mellers.

1. Responsibilities

In line with TTA extension standards, from the review of Mandatory Qualification for Specialist Teachers of Pupils with Sensory Impairment. The designated Teacher of the Deaf will have responsibility for:

· Knowledge of each pupil's hearing levels and audiological needs.
· Knowledge of the aids and implant processors pupils are wearing and how to check them.
· Knowledge of radio aids used by pupils and how to check them. 
· Knowledge of sound field systems and how to check them. 
· Monitoring acoustic conditions and advising on how to improve the listening environment.
· Ensuring FP and appropriate mainstream staff are trained and aware of the correct and effective use of equipment, including regular checking.
· Ensuring equipment is correctly maintained and that spares are available.
· Keeping records concerning equipment and checking.
· Keeping parents informed of developments and faults and provide accurate information about audiological needs and equipment and liaising with NAIP/ Ropewalk to inform of any faults or access across the sound frequencies.
· Providing information for hearing aid review clinic at CHAC by completing information exchange sheets.
· Developing and accessing audiological independence and development, including setting appropriate IEP targets.
· Organising repairs and replacement of faulty equipment with the Educational Audiologist.
· TOD’s to ensure as part of Deaf Identity work, the children understand, maintain and develop independence over their equipment.

L Burrows/ R Bryan, June 2024
This policy should be reviewed in June 2025
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